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Religious Education at Banister Primary

Vision:

As a proud School of Sanctuary, Banister Primary School is a welcoming and inclusive community
that reflects the rich diversity of our pupils’ ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds. We serve
children who speak over 50 languages and come from across the world, making Banister a truly
global community and a strong representation of modern Britain.

We are committed to building a learning community in which pupils are encouraged to share
their beliefs, values and lived experiences. Through learning with and from one another, children
develop a deeper understanding of life in a multi-cultural and multi-faith society.

At Banister Primary School, we deliver a high-quality RE curriculum that enables pupils to
appreciate and value diversity. Through a broad range of carefully planned cross-curricular
opportunities, children explore Christianity, other principal religions and a range of religious and
non-religious worldviews. This supports them in understanding how different beliefs and values
influence individuals, communities and society. Through this, pupils develop respect for others
and begin to understand their role in creating a more tolerant and peaceful world.

Religious Education encourages pupils to explore questions about meaning, purpose and what it
means to be human. It provides opportunities for reflection and spiritual development, while also
enabling pupils to consider challenging concepts such as injustice, suffering and moral
responsibility.

We aim to foster curiosity about people of faith and belief and the ways in which individuals have
influenced society and culture. Through RE, pupils are supported to develop their own sense of
identity and belonging, and to see themselves as active and responsible members of their
communities.

We recognise that we live in an increasingly complex and interconnected world. Our curriculum
therefore continues to evolve to reflect the changing nature of society and to prepare pupils for
life in modern Britain. This includes developing understanding of both religious and non-religious
worldviews, ensuring pupils are respectful, informed and able to engage positively with
difference.

We acknowledge that understanding religion does not automatically lead to tolerance; however,
we believe it is our responsibility to reduce ignorance, challenge stereotypes and promote
respect for others.

Through RE, pupils are also supported to understand the importance of safe and respectful
relationships, recognise risk, and develop the knowledge and confidence needed to navigate an
increasingly complex world, including digital and online environments.

What is the Purpose of Religious Education at Banister Primary School?
At Banister Primary School, RE aims to:



e provoke challenging questions about meaning, purpose, beliefs, values and what it
means to be human

e develop pupils’ spiritual awareness and understanding of the importance of this
alongside physical and intellectual development

e support pupils to explore and reflect on their own beliefs, whether religious or non-
religious

e enable pupils to develop a strong sense of identity and belonging and to flourish within
their local and global communities

e deepen understanding of how religious and non-religious beliefs influence people’s lives,
choices and actions

o foster respect for diversity and encourage pupils to challenge prejudice and
discrimination

e support pupils to understand their responsibilities to themselves and others and how
they can contribute positively to society

e contribute to pupils’ understanding of respectful relationships, equality and diversity, in
line with statutory Relationships and Health Education

e help pupils recognise risk, develop personal safety awareness and know how to seek help
when needed

The Legal Status of Religious Education

Section 352 of the Education Act 1996 identifies the distinctive place of Religious Education
alongside the National Curriculum. Religious Education is of equal significance to the core and
foundation subjects. It differs from these subjects in that it is not subject to national prescription,
but is determined locally through Agreed Syllabus Conferences, which set the framework for each
Local Authority (LA).

The Education Act 1996, the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and the Education Act
2002 require that:

e Religious Education should be taught to all pupils, except those in nursery classes and
those withdrawn at the request of their parents. Teachers also have the right to withdraw
from the teaching of Religious Education;

e Religious Education in all community, foundation and voluntary controlled schools must
be taught in accordance with an Agreed Syllabus;

e An Agreed Syllabus should reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are,
in the main, Christian, whilst taking account of the teachings and practices of the other
principal religions represented;

e An Agreed Syllabus must not be designed to convert pupils or to promote a particular
religion or belief.

At Banister Primary School, we follow Living Difference IV, the Agreed Syllabus for Hampshire,
Portsmouth, Southampton and the Isle of Wight. This provides the statutory framework for the
teaching of Religious Education and sets out the key concepts, skills and processes that pupils are
expected to develop. The syllabus is underpinned by an enquiry-based approach, encouraging



pupils to explore what it means to live in and understand the world from a range of religious and
non-religious perspectives.

Religious Education also contributes to the wider statutory responsibilities of the school by
supporting pupils’ personal development and their understanding of relationships, respect,
diversity and society. This includes clear and planned links with Relationships and Health
Education (DfE statutory guidance, 2019, updated 2025 for implementation from September
2026), as well as duties under the Equality Act 2010, safeguarding responsibilities, and the
promotion of British Values.

Through these links, RE supports pupils to develop respect for difference, understand a range of
beliefs and family contexts, recognise the importance of safe and respectful relationships, and
build the knowledge and confidence needed to engage positively with the wider world, including
online environments. RE complements, but does not replace, the statutory content taught
through Relationships and Health Education. This is further supported through the school’s PSHE
and Relationships and Health Education policy.

Equal Opportunities

In line with the Equality Act 2010, we are committed to ensuring that all pupils, regardless of
protected characteristics (including religion or belief, race, disability, sex, sexual orientation and
gender reassignment), have full access to the RE curriculum.

Our teaching promotes respect for diversity and actively challenges discrimination, prejudice and
stereotyping. We ensure that all pupils feel represented, valued and included within our
curriculum.

Through RE, pupils are supported to develop an understanding of different beliefs, identities and
ways of life, and to recognise the importance of mutual respect in a diverse society. This includes
preparing pupils to understand and respect different types of families and relationships in
modern Britain, in line with statutory Relationships and Health Education.

Right to Withdraw

The right of parents to withdraw their children from all or any part of Religious Education (RE) is
set out in Section 71(1) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

At Banister Primary School, we ensure that our RE provision respects the integrity of all
participants, regardless of their faith background. All pupils are able to participate without
compromising their own beliefs or values. However, if a parent wishes to withdraw their child, or
a member of staff wishes to withdraw from teaching RE, this can be arranged following a
discussion with the Headteacher. A record of all withdrawals from RE and collective worship is
maintained by the school.



The right to withdraw does not extend to other areas of the curriculum. For example, pupils may
encounter religious themes through discussion, cross-curricular learning or subjects such as
History or Relationships and Health Education, and these would not be subject to withdrawal.

Staff will work closely with parents to ensure that the RE curriculum is clearly shared, including
the concepts and learning that will be covered, so that parents can make informed decisions.
Where a pupil is withdrawn from RE, the school will provide appropriate supervision but is not
required to provide alternative teaching or incur additional cost.

Requests for withdrawal will be discussed with parents to understand their concerns and to clarify
the nature and purpose of the RE curriculum, in line with DfE guidance. The school is committed
to openness and will provide opportunities for parents to understand how RE complements
statutory Relationships and Health Education and supports pupils’ wider personal development.

Our school context

We are a multi-faith school and, as such, offer a rich and inclusive Religious Education curriculum.
RE begins with pupils' own experiences and backgrounds, enabling them to make connections
with the experiences of others within the local community, before extending their understanding
to national and global contexts.

Staff may hold their own religious beliefs or faith and may express these appropriately, for
example through the wearing of religious or cultural symbols. However, RE teaching must remain
objective and balanced and must not seek to promote or challenge pupils” individual beliefs.

At Banister Primary School, staff are sensitive and respectful in their use of language, recognising
that within any religion or worldview there is a wide range of beliefs and practices. Teachers
present learning using language such as ‘some’, ‘'many’ and ‘most’ to reflect this diversity and
avoid generalisation.

Teaching supports pupils to express their own views respectfully, listen to others and engage in
thoughtful discussion. In doing so, pupils develop an understanding of different perspectives,

alongside the skills needed to participate positively in a diverse society.

This approach supports pupils in developing respect, tolerance and understanding, in line with
the school’s wider aims and statutory responsibilities.

Time allocated for Religious Education:

At Banister Primary School, sufficient time is prioritised to ensure high-quality teaching and
learning in Religious Education.

The following is the recommended minimum time allocation:

e Reception: approximately 36 hours per year
e Key Stage 1: 36 hours per year



e Key Stage 2: 45 hours per year

RE is taught through regular weekly lessons. This consistent approach supports pupils in
developing and revisiting key concepts over time, enabling deepening understanding and
sustained reflection. Opportunities are also taken to make meaningful links with other areas of
the curriculum where appropriate.

We recognise that Collective Worship is distinct from Religious Education and does not form part
of the curriculum time allocated for teaching the agreed syllabus.

While RE and PSHE (including statutory Relationships and Health Education) are taught as distinct
subjects, there are clear and carefully planned links between them. Both subjects support pupils
in developing their understanding of respect, relationships, diversity, personal safety and life in
modern Britain, including in online contexts.

RE complements statutory Relationships and Health Education by supporting pupils’ spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development. It reinforces key themes such as respect for others,
understanding difference and recognising risk, without duplicating statutory content.

The Teaching and Learning of Religious Education
Living Difference IV

Living Difference IV is an enquiry-based approach to Religious Education. It begins with an
exploration of what it means to live in and understand the world, drawing on pupils’ own
experiences as a starting point for learning.

This approach focuses on the exploration of concepts. A concept is understood as a way of
describing or making sense of an idea that exists, or could exist, in particular contexts. Through
enquiry, pupils develop their understanding of these concepts by exploring how they are
expressed in both religious and non-religious worldviews.

Concepts are organised into three broad groups, with increasing levels of complexity:

e A concepts — those common to all human experience
e B concepts — those shared across many religions and used in the study of religion
e C concepts — those specific to particular religions

As pupils progress through Banister Primary School, they engage with all three groups of
concepts in a structured and progressive way, building depth of understanding over time.

Safeguarding and Sensitive Issues

Teachers recognise that RE may involve discussion of sensitive, personal or sometimes
controversial issues. All teaching is delivered in line with the school's safeguarding policy and is
carefully adapted to pupils’ age, stage of development and individual needs.



Staff create a safe and respectful environment in which pupils feel confident to express their
views appropriately, listen to others and engage in thoughtful discussion.

Where safeguarding concerns arise, staff follow the school’s procedures in line with Keeping
Children Safe in Education. Teaching also supports pupils in recognising risk, understanding
personal safety and knowing how and where to seek help.

The Process for a Cycle of Inquiry:

The Living Difference 1V approach to enquiry in Religious Education enables pupils to explore
their own experiences and understanding of a concept before enquiring into how that concept is
expressed in both religious and non-religious ways of living, within Great Britain and beyond.

These concepts are developed through a structured cycle of enquiry, using the following key
skills:

e Communicate — pupils share their own responses, ideas and experiences

o Apply - pupils reflect on how their own beliefs and values relate to situations in their
lives

¢ Inquire — pupils investigate and explore the meaning of the concept

e Contextualise — pupils consider how the concept is expressed within religious beliefs,
practices and worldviews

e Evaluate - pupils reflect on the importance of the concept by considering a range of
viewpoints, including those of believers and non-believers

This process supports pupils in developing deeper understanding, encouraging them to reflect,
guestion and engage with different perspectives in a respectful and thoughtful way. This
approach also supports pupils’ wider personal development, including their ability to listen to
others, respect difference and form reasoned views.

(See Living Difference 1V for further information.)

Curriculum Planning

RE is an integral part of our whole school curriculum. Planning is based on the agreed Local
Authority syllabus, Living Difference IV.

Throughout their time at Banister Primary School, pupils engage with a range of religious and
non-religious concepts through the study of:

¢ Foundation Stage — aspects of Christianity and Hinduism

o Key Stage 1 — Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism

e Years 3 and 4 — Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism and Islam

e Years 5 and 6 — Christianity, Hinduism, Humanism, Buddhism and Islam



Concepts and key skills are taught progressively and build on pupils’ prior knowledge and
experiences. RE is taught through regular weekly lessons, ensuring continuity and depth of
understanding over time.

Where appropriate, links are made with other areas of the curriculum to support meaningful and
coherent learning. RE contributes significantly to pupils’ development across the curriculum,
particularly in English, through promoting skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing. Texts
used in English may also reflect religious or ethical themes. Strong links are also made with SMSC
(Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development).

Links with PSHE and statutory Relationships and Health Education are carefully planned to ensure
consistency of messages around respect, relationships, identity, diversity and equality, while
maintaining clear subject boundaries.

Through RE, pupils explore values and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices and
behaviour. Our school values are embedded throughout the curriculum, promoting equality,
respect, tolerance, unity and community. Planning reflects current statutory expectations and
ensures that pupils have opportunities to explore themes such as identity, belonging, diversity,
relationships, change and personal safety in age-appropriate ways, including within online
contexts.

Promoting Personal Development and Safety

RE plays an important role in supporting pupils’ personal development. Through the exploration
of beliefs, values and worldviews, pupils develop respect, empathy and understanding of others.

RE contributes to pupils’ ability to recognise right and wrong, reflect on their own values and
understand how beliefs influence behaviour. It also supports pupils in recognising risk,
developing awareness of personal safety and building the confidence to seek help when needed.

This complements statutory Relationships and Health Education, particularly in promoting
respectful relationships, equality, wellbeing and an understanding of diversity. It also supports
pupils in developing the knowledge and skills needed to navigate an increasingly complex world,
including within online and digital environments.

Assessment:

In Religious Education, pupils demonstrate progress through their ability to interpret and make
sense of human experience in relation to religion and religious and non-religious worldviews.

Evidence of pupils’ achievement in RE is gathered in a variety of ways, including speaking and
listening activities, drama, dialogue and discussion, as well as through a range of written and
pictorial responses.



Attainment is assessed against the age-related expectations identified within Living Difference IV,
ensuring progression in both knowledge and the development of enquiry skills over time.

Teachers assess pupils’ learning through the enquiry cycle, with outcomes reflecting pupils’ ability
to communicate, apply, enquire, contextualise and evaluate concepts. Over the course of the
year, teachers will assess at least one outcome per pupil for each stage of the inquiry cycle.

Resources

At Banister Primary School, we believe that pupils learn most effectively through meaningful and
engaging experiences that inspire curiosity and deepen understanding. Wherever possible,
teachers use a range of high-quality resources, including artefacts, visits and visitors, to bring
learning in RE to life.

The school subscribes to Hampshire's RE Centre, providing access to a wide range of well-
resourced loan boxes and materials, carefully matched to specific concepts and units of work
within Living Difference IV. These resources support teachers in delivering engaging, accurate and
inclusive learning experiences.

Monitoring and Evaluation

At Banister Primary School, all teachers are responsible for the delivery of the RE curriculum. The
provision for RE is led by the RE Subject Leaders, Mrs Khakhria and Miss Vincent.

The Subject Leaders will:

e provide strategic leadership and direction for Religious Education

e support and advise colleagues in planning, teaching and resourcing RE

e ensure staff are informed about current developments in Religious Education and that
this is shared effectively

e monitor and evaluate the quality of teaching and learning in line with the school’s agreed
cycle of monitoring and evaluation

e review, evaluate and update the RE policy in line with the agreed review cycle and any
statutory changes

The Governing Body has a duty to ensure that RE provision fulfils statutory requirements. The
Subject Leaders will report to Governors at least annually on the quality of provision and pupil
outcomes in RE.

This policy will be reviewed at least every two years, or earlier in response to changes in statutory
guidance or school practice.



